
Self-assessment of staff 
members' French oral language 

proficiency 
Please flll in the information requested and identify your level of oral French proflciency in the table below: 

Name 

Program 

Position title 

Oral 
Proflciency 
in French 

Date 

No profic iency: 

At this level, the individual possesses no ability to work or communicate in French. 

Elementary: 

At this level, the individual has no real autonomy of expression. The ability to speak is limited to 
some memorized material on familiar tapies related to work. The persan is able to verbalize 
isolated words, expressions of two or three words, and express simple, unconnected sentences. 
The range of vocabulary is limited and the delivery is slow and awkward. The individual can 
handle greetings, leave taking, and other expressions of courtesy. The limited vocabulary, the 
frequent errors, and slow delivery severely inhibit communication. 

lntermediate: 

At this level the individual possesses some ability to work in French. Sorne spontaneity in 
language production is shown but the fiuency is very uneven resulting in halting speech. The 
individual is able to participate in simple conversations on a one to one basis. The vocabulary is 
limited to that used in simple, non-technical, daily conversational usage. The individual can make 
and answer requests for information or directions; give simple instructions and discuss simple 
needs. When ad dressing this persan the speaker may have to slow down and repeat if he/she 
wishes to be understood. 

Advanced-Minus: 

At this level, the individual has the ability to handle a variety of communication tasks. The 
individual is able to describe and explain in ail timeframes in most informai and some formai 
situations a cross a variety of familiar tapies. The vocabulary often lacks specif1city. Nevertheless, 
the individual is able to use rephrasing and paraphrasing. Although grammatical, lexical and 
pronunciation errors are evident, the individual can speak with enough accuracy to be 
understood. 

Advanced: 

At this level, the individual has the ability to participate in conversations and satisfy many work 
requirements. The individual can discuss work-related matters with some ease and facil1ty, 
expressing opinions and offering views. The individual is able to take part in a variety of verbal 
exchanges and to participate in meetings and discussion groups. However, the individual still 
needs help with handling complicated issues or situations. The individual is generally good in 
either grammar or vocabulary but not in both. 

Advanced-Plus: 

At this level, the individual is able to give oral presentations in both formai and informai settings. 
The individual is able to present a fa1rly detailed outline of his/her line of reasoning on general or 
work-related tapies in formai and informai settings, in meetings and in discussion groups. Sorne 
mastery of idioms and of specif1c vocabulary appropriate to a variety of contexts is evident. 
Grammar is generally appropriate. Def1cienc1es in vocabulary are compensated for by synonyms 
and paraphrases. Problems may be encountered when discussing more specialized tapies, but 
the individual at this level has very little difflculty in making himself / herself understood. 

Super ior: 

At this level, the individual has the ability to speak the language with sufflcient structural accuracy, 
fiuency and vocabulary to participate effectively in most formai and informai conversations on 
practical, social and professional tapies. The individual is able to use idioms and specif1c vocabu
lary relevant to a variety of contexts and to give verbal presentations in both formai and informai 
settings. 

* French oral prof1ciency levels are from the Ontario Ministry of Francophone Affairs.
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